
Health programs in Occupied Territories of Georgia
Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia implements following activities in the occupied territories of Georgia, in order to fight communicable diseases and ensure public health care and emergency medical assistance of the population leaving on that territory. 
Immunization
In the frames of the State Immunization Program the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health provides vaccines and consumables for population living in the Occupied Territory of Abkhazia of Georgia. Transfer of vaccines for routine immunization to the occupied territory of Abkhazia, in order to vaccinate the relevant age groups according to the Immunization Calendar is facilitated by the coordination mechanism (United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the project "Dialogue"). Vaccines are delivered on the occupied territory securing the proper transportation and storage (cold chain) principles several times each year.

In addition, Upon the request of de facto Ministry of Health of Abkhazia tothe UNDP on provision of human anti-rabic vaccines, 1,000 boxes of anti-rabic immunoglobulin (1000ME, N5) and 4,500 boxes of antirabic vaccines (2,5ME) were distributed to the occupied territory of Abkhazia in 2019, distribution of which was facilitated by the coordination mechanism (UNDP, the project "Dialogue"), according to the Decree of the Government of Georgia №17 of January 18, 2019.
HIV/AIDS
HIV burden is high in the occupied territory of Abkhazia, Georgia. Delivery of ARV medicines, procured by the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) under the State HIV/AIDS Management Program as well as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malariato Sokhumi is organized by the NGO Z. Danelia Foundation „Tanadgoma“ according to the Decree of the Government of Georgia, adopted on the yearly basis(N830 of April 19,2019). The Global Fund program pays for transportation of goods from Tbilisi to Sokhumi. 
In order to provide population residing on the occupied territory of Abkhazia with theneeded pharmaceutical products, 1st and the 2nd line ARV medicines for HIV/AIDS treatment and ARV monitoring test-systems areprovided to the occupied territory of Abkhazia, under the HIV/AIDS State Program. 
In addition, ARV treatment monitoring laboratory tests (BD FACSPresto cartridge kits)and other consumables under the the Global Fund program - harm reduction component. Population residing on the occupied territory of Abkhazia also benefit from the Needle and Syringe program.
Tuberculosis 
For TB diagnostics cartridges for Xpert MTB/RIF equipment are provided for the population living on the occupied territory. Activities to deliver the pharmaceuticals and consumables to the occupied territory are implemented by the coordination mechanism (United Nations Development Program, the project "Dialogue"). In addition, Bacteriological tests for all TB patients are conducted at the National Referral Lab of Georgia: Sputum cultural studyand sensitivity testing to the1st and 2ndline TB medicines. National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) through the State Tuberculosis program and the Global Fund program procures 1st and 2nd line TB medicines, which are deliveredto the occupied territory of Abkhazia with the support of the project “Dialogue”(Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) – France was also supporting in implementing this activity in the previous years). 
Hepatitis C (HCV) CV 
In order to conduct the HCV screening of population leaving in the occupied territory of Abkhazia, Within the frames of the Hepatitis C Management State Program, a total of 19,980 (13,366.02 GEL) Hepatitis C rapid tests and consumables have been provided to the occupied territory of Abkhazia in February 15 2018, according to the Decree of the Government of Georgia №2734, of December 28, 2017.
State Referral Service Program
Based on Ceasefire Agreement of August 12, 2008, Georgian citizens and stateless persons permanently residing in village Perevi of Sachkhere district; Kurta, Eredvi, Azhara Municipalities and Akhalgori Municipality, despite having an official document of Georgian citizenship are entitled to State Referral Service Program. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By the decision of the Commission of “Referral Service”, created under the Decree №331 of November 3, 2010 of the Government of Georgia for “making decisions of the patients’ medical assistance”  917 patients living in the conflict areas were financed by 1 156 186.77 GE and 1552 patients in the occupied territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia - by 4322500.51 GEL.
Ambulance, Emergency and Medical Transportation Program

Within the State Health Program component “Ambulance, Emergency and Medical Transportation” relevantly equipped emergency vehicles and ambulances operate along the boundary line of the occupied territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia and ensures patients’ transportation to the appropriate health facilities. From January 1stto December 31st, 2019, 170 patients were transported, including 67 patients from the administrative boundary line of the occupied territory of Abkhazia and 103 patients from the administrative boundary line of the occupied territory of Tskhinvali region.

In addition, within the framework of the ambulance component of the above mentioned program, 321 ambulances were called from the occupied territories and 272 citizens were hospitalized.


Reproductive health

Since 2006, UNFPA Georgia Country Office has been supporting provision of basic reproductive health and family planning services in the occupied territories of Abkhazia and since 2012 - provision of the cervical cancer screening services that would otherwise remain uncovered for the local conflict-affected population neither by local healthcare system, nor by international aid. Specifically:
· Free-of-charge cervical cancer screening services provided to the 25-60 age women at the Reproductive Health Centre in Sukhumi and 10 affiliated facilities Abkhazia-wide. Screening services management follows the practice and experience of the similar programme in other parts of Georgia. The reference check and quality assurance of cytology diagnostics and morphology of samples is conducted in Tbilisi.
· Capacity development training of local RH/FP service providers delivered by International Russian-language speaking experts/trainers; over 60 reproductive healthspecialist and nurses and over 100 PHC doctors have been trained on in modern methods of family planning and other reproductive health issues.
· Procurement and distribution of the modern methods of Family Planning (contraceptives), STI tests and basic medical equipment.

